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THE TWO 
F.LSEWHERE in this issue is printed an article by an 


American minister; it is critical of what is sometimes 
called the return to religion in the U.S.A. Few in this 


ing to trusted reports, come away on the whole unsatisfied, — 


the vacuum remains. 


RELIGIONS 


in 
has been called the religion of time and religion of eternity. 
The religion of time dies; it is often dead when it 
be alive; the 
to all needs. 


The Religion of Time | 

It is not difficult to pick out examples of the religion 
of time in contemporary life. 

It cost over £167,000 to bring Billy Graham to this 


country and to carry on his “ campaign,” excluding funds 
put up by his American backers. Can anyone genuinely 


, 
= 


he 


ORY 
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One thing is quite certain, if the contemporary world 
it, it can only do so ugh creative thinking. There is 
country can form any judgment upon the matter, for few nothing very new in this, for mankind in the past has lifted 
here are acquainted with the American scene, let alone itself out of its morass by the same way. The old ideas, or 
made by the wri u own country co e in new flame burning ugh them, are buri within 
another way of religion in England, and if trusted informa- the new life. The way out is through some new perception, 
tion is to be a guide, of religion elsewhere. There is no by religious people, of what religion is about. 
dramatic “return” to religion in this country, but if oc- in it would be ff : | 
casionally there is a lift in the general indifference it seems is 
to take the form of some throw-back to the past rather across all religions. It does not require any assent to an : 
than to anything vital and stabilizing in the present. Much =~ ism.” or a particular religion or sect that has all the 
answers in black and white for any who inquire. The 
Almost in desperation they turn in their hundreds of 
thousands to the old forms of religion, but, again accord- 
In its various forms the traditional religions, in the 
traditional way they are usually presented, seem helpless 
to pierce t6 the spiritual problems of our time. What is the 
answer, for instance, they can make to the passionate 
spiritual need felt by so many millions of ordinary people 
everywhere, for mankind to be joined in a new spiritual 
brotherhood? Ordinary people are not fools; they are the 
salt of the earth, for there is no earth without them, and say that any real spiritual problem bas even been scratchec 
they see quite well that the only way out for the spiritual by the “evangelist”? And it would be true to say that 
travail of our time is this new sense of human communion ‘ble 
- established throughout world. But everyone many sensible people have been shocked and put-off by the 
vulgarity of the methods used. This is not intended in 
the answer of the secular religion of Communism; and for 
: . : time, dead religion offers no one any lasting 
vation in terms offal Ife and blood problems. 
and mostly they are good and sincere people. But the _ It has recently been announced that a considerable 
simple fact is—and it is a painfully simple fact—that our § gain has been made towards unity between Protestantism 
world cannot be united under them. One of the deepest 
i demands, that of man ing to Lord’s Prayer with Whether this is exactly ; 
underlying spiritual belonging 
man, cannot be met through them. true we do not know. But it may be asked, whether true r 
or not, even in the name of Jesus Christ who gave : 
It would be presumptuous against this need for anyone relevance whatever — = itual problems 
to offer a simple eine ane ie tae ing that can be most men in contemporary life? It is another example of i 
fer 2 spiritual difficulty is what is usually called _—the religion of time- 
and think ng can be shared, and only by this way, perhaps, announce “ Christ is the hope of the world.” But ; 
: will the new spiritual security be created. apparently those same Christians although making that 3] 
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COMMENT 


: 


said 0 one delegate 


secret of hi 


int! Here comes a 
far asked : How political was 


hearts of troubled men? 
a 

so 

our? 


but how could he, after all? 
obviously had something up 


his message? His technique? 
Ghost to Anglo-American 


ii 
tals 


a dog stadium, and the turn-stiles clicked their thousand turns 


like Tibetan prayer wheels. 
troubled Was it in hi They began to ponder the 


ae (hi 
ili: 


= 
Graham question not 
what shade was his co 
at pains to show who were the c 
Than Ged? 
1's recemi we an epitaph said by Emil Ludwig im his auio- 
En-lai braham Lincoln to have been composed 
im just one issuc, Oc 
fore worthy of the fullest — 
he would be, were he 
on his behalf, it is but 2 fai 
spit. and Mr. ~d omits to say when the ¢ 
ae = have been done while 
way from Billy's 
‘the same The A Remarkable Se 
now to take aides 
hrs line, others wah which York 
teck place some manatees before the 
De. Agacw bis way with some 
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By G. Randall Jones 


age 
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ide 


new we read how the police 
obscene. The magistrates agreed, and 
destroyed. Among the books thus 
ameron, by Boccaccio. But the book- 
court, 4 
decision ¢ 
why 
If you 
‘ou AC 
you, it i 
court 
ten the 
kne 
the 1 
obvious. 
who would c 
where it 
* 
two points. 
ces for the 
early parts of 
find in Isaiah, < 
or the sayi 
xpressed more 
proper » vee 
any person, 
level to which the thi 
lowest level to which 
to The Decameron. 
which are supposed to 
ten days—hence the 
the gist of one of fhe 
Rings,” and runs as follows - 
m the Crusaders were tryi 
the Moslems, Saladin, the 
amg the Jews. So he sent 
x, and said - “I hear 
s. I wish to know whic 
Moslem, or Chr 
Meichizadeck saw that the question was 
declared that the true religion was the Jewish or 
he would be condemned as an infidel If he bore 
to the Moslem faith, Saladin would say that such 
believer should contribute beavily to the cost of 
Exther way be would lose his moncy. 
| * 
Bat Meichizedeck was shrewd He answered Saladin's 
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Jesus’ teaching about the Sabbath. Where so much is omitted The Manchester University Unitarian Society 
Sin,—May I, as secretary of the Manchester University 


On page 190 the author quotes the following words from Unitarian Society, invite all Unitarians and Free Christians who 
an ancient writer: “ Nothing can impose better upon the people _will be studying at the Victoria University of Manchester. during 


College. During last 


work that a second edition is called for, I hope that Mr. Sin- —Yours, j 
clair will take the opportunity to revise it from beginning to “ Unitarian College,” Victoria Park, 
His great public deserve no less from him. Manchester, 14. 


They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


Distn ati Tea followed which was enjoyed by all and then the Business 
engagements in the 

two or three times during term. 

to 


for travelling 
a student, who is so 
is will- to reside 
do so. 
on int 
the Khasi Hills and to remit eo 
this address. May our ; Addlaide, and Mcibourne as 
; well as in Sydacy, also her cupericace of broadcasting. 


d Gificulty of 


| 
| 
This comes perilously near to being a judgment on the present somewhat 
work, which is not infrequently slipshod in style as well as in and interesting Those ~ be ex 
4 content. If the reputation of the author of The Jungle and Free Christians, but who have an interest in religion and religious 
H other notable books should create such 4 demand for this i very welcome at our meetings. 
Kenneth Wright. 
; The Bleeding Statues THE INQUIRER 
H "THE well-known protagonist of liberal religion in Italy, All letters and manuscripts for the Editor must reach the Office not later than 
Professor Giovanni Pioli, has recently published a short alan a 
i study so pertinent in his own and other Catholic countries, Subscription Rates : 193. 6d. per annum (post free). 
though less predominantly Protestant on the 
bleeding ” or sweating ” statues | Ch “ist 
3 close presence of a medium unconsciously produces them ; 
h through the projection of ectoplasm. The phenomenon is no 
LE = or no connota- 
Tie two titers Spiritual Devon Unitarian Congregations 
: ; healing. The whole discussion up to an emphasis on the Only two congregations in the county (Tavistock and Sid- 
need for realizing the divine life in human life. K.-T. 
on nitarian Association, 
cumnsatsistrimeaee RRES ND Church, T =. Wednesda , October 6. The members, 
 “ co PO EN numbering ‘about $0, ‘were welcomed on behalf of the Torquay 
i Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” congregation by Rev. Charles Easton. 
The chairman, Mr. E. A. Roberts (Plymouth), also welcomed 
_? greetings from Unitarians in the States. 
1 Mr. Roberts, Mrs. L M. Roberts, and Mr. A. G. Hefford 
General Assembly Sunday (Plympton), who together founded the association, were re-elected 
os Sm,—May I remind your readers once again of General chairman, hon. secretary, and hon. treasurer for a third term. 
Assembly's funds? for the cophasizing that more ay help was needed by many Unitarian 
: After the record total of £1,870 contributed last autumn churches. A discussion fot and it was resolved to compile a 
“ o : : register of Devon Unitarian laymen who would be prepared to 
for the “Silver Jubilee” collections, the return to normality conduct services if invited by churches. 
: may seem something of an anti-climax, but certain special ex- The chairman said he was anxious that the association should 
penses this year, as explained in the Annual Report, have to be not only be a social gathering but of practical use to constituent 
: met from this total, so that the need for congregational help congregations. The forming of a panel of lay preachers was a 
| remains as urgent as ever. step in that direction. 
' The usual “target” of £1,000, therefore, still holds good The confsanes asctate® anim invitation from Exeter to hold its 
and calls for the usual generous response.— Yours, next mecting there on ay, March 30, 1955S. Members 
| 15 Gordon Square, W.C.1. Ronald P. Jones, were entertained to tea by the Unity Church congregation. 
° Hon. Treasurer. Liverpool District Women’s Leagee: Favoured by i 
~ at St. Helens’ Church on Wednesday, October 6, 1954. Ninety- 
Findlow for an excellent article on Margaret Barr and her It was a great joy to welcome back to the District the Rev. 
work. is anxious to speak to congregations, Ada Teshia tee 
branches omens Leag 
. 
| 
it is possible to arrange a : 
vacations and aiso at week-ends 
Mr. Findlow will be available 
speak al meetings Sympathy was expressed on death 
i pe ETN and Mrs. Perry of the Mill Street Branch and to Mrs. McGhie on 
this opportunity are asked to write to me. the death of her husband. all members standing in silence. — 
expenses and the usual i 
i if 
to expenses i 
We aut all who invite Mr 
behalf of Margaret Barr's work in 
it to the Treasurer of the General 
I urge all to consider this matter 
dates when sending their invitations — Yours. 
London, WC.1. John Kielty. 
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